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Welcome to the only newsletter for Amateur radio 
across all the Hawaiian Islands. Please send in any 
events or topics and be a contributor for your islands 
to KH6OWL@arrl.net. 
 
In this issue learn about staying alert aware around 
the islands. Fun with Wires-X, how to use IRLP and 
some satellite stuff and the ISS radio problems. 
Lastly, we have an article from the March / April 
issue of “On the Air” Magazine from the ARRL. 
 
Upcoming Amateur Radio Classes:  
 
Oahu: http://www.earchi.org/education/  
 
Are you looking to take the FCC Amateur Radio 
exam? You can register at this website. 
http://hameducation.org/register/  
 
The group supporting ZOOM based Amateur Radio 
Exams have settled into a weekly testing schedule, 
Saturdays at 6pm. They will even make 
accommodations for candidates that have personal 
scheduling problems.  
Anyone interested in testing just register online at, 
http://hameduation.org 
 
 
Amateur Radio Licensing Class 
The same logon leads to ZOOM classes for students 
interested in acquiring Technician or General 
licenses. Technician class is planned starting April 1, 
and September 20.  
 
For details click the “Classes” button on 
http://hameducation.org. Click HERE for FEB EARC 
Class Information 
 
https://www.hawaiidmr.com  
 
AH7RF Heather’s Radio Blog: 
https://ah7rf.blogspot.com 
 
Based on all the severe weather we. Have had I. 
thought it best to republish this information for a 
previous newsletter.  
 

Stay up to date and get alerts from the City & County 
of Honolulu by clicking here. HNL Info is FREE. 
Your mobile carrier and data rates may apply. 
  
Maui: Repeaters on Maui 
The Maui Amateur Radio Club website can be found 
by clicking here. 
To stay up to date and get alerts from Maui we 
recommend that subscribers download and install the 
Everbridge Mobile App, available for Android and 
Apple devices. The App will provide an alternative 
method for receiving alerts and information from 
Maui County. 
 
Big Island: Repeaters on the Big Island  
From the Big Island Amateur Radio Club, K0BAD 
reports on a BBC episode that discusses the invention 
of Morse Code. Les found it quite interesting, and 
recommends it to others: BBC CW 
 
To receive Hawaii County Alerts & Notifications 
sign up here. 
 
The Big Island Amateur Radio Club website can be 
found by clicking here. 
 
Kauai Repeaters on Kauai  The Kauai Amateur 
Radio club website can be found by clicking here. 
 
The County of Kauai uses Blackboard Connect to 
disseminate information to residents. Sign up here. 
 
Lania: Repeaters on Lanai 
 
Molokai: Repeaters on Molokai 
 

Beginners Corner 
 
Website for new hams. Click Here 
Ham Radio School: The Basics 
Another good site for coax cable can be found here. 
 
John, WH6GCD, provided a link to a good contest 
calendar. 
https://www.contestcalendar.com 

 
Fun with Wires-X 

I’ve been having fun on Wires-X lately. WIRES 
(Wide-coverage Internet Repeater Enhancement 
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System) is an Internet communication system which 
expands the range of amateur radio communication. 
WIRES X is digital communication developed by 
Yaesu to further the interest of the Amateur Radio 
Communication. It uses a form of VOIP (Voice over 
IP) to connect Amateur Radio Station utilizing the 
Internet. It supports the new C4FM Digital 
Communication mode. C4FM digital signals are 
repeated without deterioration of audio and data 
communications and sent over the Internet to 
Amateur Radio Stations. 
https://www.yaesu.com/jp/en/wires-x/index.php 
 
https://www.hamoperator.com/Fusion/FusionFiles/W
B7OEV-Fusion-PDF-0018_WiRESX-Install.pdf 
WIRES X also supports digital communications 
which can transmit and receive digitized data, e.g. 
text, image and audio on the same Global Network. 
The WIRES X Network extends the reach of an 
Amateur Station located in Seattle to an Amateur 
Station located in Japan or somewhere in Europe. 
This can be accomplished by using just a hand-held 
radio connecting to a local Node then onto the distant 
Node then to the destination amateur radio station. 
 
Some radios that support Wires-X. FT1D and 
FT1XD, FT-2D, FTM 100DR, FTM 400, FTM 3200 
and the FTM 991  
 
HRI 200 for rooms but you have to sacrifice a radio. 
If you use the free software to hook direct to Wires-
X, you can still use the same radio you hook into if 
you have the updated Firmware from Yaesu. 
 
Just my opinion, I like Wires-X better then DMR for 
a few reasons. The main one is it is easy to use as you 
don’t need a code plug. It is just downloading the 
software, install it, and start talking. Pretty much that 
simple. If you use a handheld to connect into a 
repeater it is a little more involved but not hard. 
There is currently no repeaters on Oahu that is 
running Wires-X. The second reason is that you can 
look for rooms that you like and select it and talk or 
listen. You don’t have to program it into a code plug. 
Rooms are categorized by location, hobby, interest, 
etc. The largest room is called America Link, there is 
someone always on the radio and over 100 signed 
into this room alone. Texas-Nexus is another big 
room. You can also talk direct to a friend if they are 
registered and on Wires-X. 

--------------------------------------------------------------- 
IRLP 

The Internet Radio Linking Project, also called 
IRLP, is a closed-source project that links amateur 
radio stations around the world by using Voice 
over IP. Each gateway consists of a dedicated 
computer running custom software that is 
connected to both a radio and the Internet. The 
IRLP uses Voice-Over-IP (VoIP) custom software 
and hardware.  Coupled with the power of the 
Internet, IRLP will link your repeater site or 
simplex station to the world in a simple and cost-
effective way.   

 IRLP operates a worldwide network of dedicated 
servers and nodes offering very stable worldwide 
voice communications between hundreds of towns 
and cities.  All this with unsurpassed uptimes and 
the full dynamic range of telephone quality 
audio. You can go to http://irlp.net and on the left 
side select, “Active Node Status” then in the center 
of the page select, “List of Nodes & Frequencies” 
then at the top of that page select “Nodes by 
Country”, then you can select the Country and find 
the node you would like to connect to. 
If you connect to a repeater that has ILRP software 
you can dial any other node if you know the number. 
Just make sure the repeater is not busy and you 
announce your call and that you are connecting to a 
node. Then once done, disconnect and announce your 
call sign. For instance, an Oahu Repeater that has 
IRLP is 443.425+ and PL of 107.2.  It has a node 
number of 3080 and callsign is KH6FV. Press PTT 
and announce your call, enter the node number and 
release the PTT. Call CQ or talk to your contact. 
Once done, Press the PTT and press 73 and release 
the PTT. 
  
Remember, a # and a node number brings up a 
system, 73 disconnects. 
 
Unlike other digital modes, some say this is keeping 
the radio in Amateur radio. 
--------------------------------------------------------------- 
AMSAT Ambassadors to Speak at QSO Today 
Virtual Ham Expo 
 
Several AMSAT Ambassadors are scheduled to 
speak at the QSO Today Virtual Ham Expo on 
Saturday, March 13, 2021.  The QSO Today Virtual 
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Ham Expo to be held on March 12-14, 2021 features 
many speakers over a wide range of technical and 
operating topics.  Among the speakers will be two 
AMSAT Ambassadors presenting in the Space 
Auditorium on Saturday March 13, 2021: 
 
“Working the Easy FM Amateur Satellites” 
Clint Bradford, K6LCS 1200-1300 EST 
 
From getting licensed to finding local clubs to 
working the “easy” FM amateur satellites – with 
minimal investment! We’ll cover all the basics for 
you – with plenty of ways to submit any questions 
you may have afterwards. Let's get you “working the 
birds” ASAP! 
 
Clint Bradford has been a ham since 1994, and is also 
involved in the commercial side of the 
communications industry. His “How to Work the 
Amateur Satellites With Your HT” presentation has 
informed and delighted more than 100 audiences over 
the past few years - clubs, conventions, and hamfests 
not only in Southern California, but also clubs across 
North America and Canada. He is an ARRL 
educator, AMSAT Ambassador, and member of 
several AMSAT chapters across the planet. 
 
“Getting on the air with Amateur Radio Satellites” 
Tom Schuessler, N5HYP, 1700-1800 EST 
 
Tom will provide an introduction to what you need to 
know to become active 
on FM satellites and beyond. 
 
Tom was licensed in 1985. Although he was aware of 
Amateur Radio space communications, he thought it 
was just too far beyond the means of the average 
ham. In 2009, he caught the bug from the late Keith 
Pugh, W5IU. The realization that he already had a 
radio that would work with the then existing FM 
satellites was all he needed. He now not only actively 
enjoys communicating through the current fleet of 
Amateur Radio satellites, but loves to communicate 
his passion and experience to those who have never 
yet experienced the thrill. Professionally, Tom Has 
worked in the broadcast television and video fields as 
a production and systems engineer. 
 
Also scheduled to present are AMSAT's Human 
Space partners at ARISS: 
 

“How to Enjoy Amateur Radio Contacts with the 
International Space Station” Frank Bauer, KA3HDO 
& Rosalie White, K1STO 1600-1700 EST 
 
You can enjoy ham radio contacts through the ARISS 
radios on the International Space Station. We’ll 
explain how you can have fun trying ARISS 
packet, SSTV and repeater mode. Intermediate level 
& even beginners learn how to try off-the-planet 
hamming. 
 
Frank H. Bauer’s aerospace career spans over 40 
years within NASA and private industry. Mr. Bauer’s 
primary research interests include space borne 
applications of the Global Positioning System (GPS) 
and space vehicle formation flying. He was the 
principal investigator of 4 spaceflight GPS and 
formation flying experiments including the AMSAT-
OSCAR-40 GPS experiment, investigating the use of 
GPS above the constellation. His hobbies include 
astronomy, amateur radio, and flying. He’s the 
founder of ARISS-USA, which enables amateur radio 
on the ISS. 
 
Rosalie White is an ARISS-US Delegate to the 
International Space Station (supported by NASA). 
Her specialties are STEM, Aerospace, NASA, 
Amateur Radio, and Aviation. 
 
Complete information is available at 
https://www.qsotodayhamexpo.com. 
 
[ANS thanks QSO Today Virtual Ham Expo for the 
above information. 
--------------------------------------------------------------- 
The Strange Story of DC's Lost AM Radio Station 
Still Transmitting Inauguration Road Closures 
From 2013 CLICK HERE 
 
https://www.thedrive.com/tech/39549/the-strange-
story-of-dcs-lost-am-radio-station-still-transmitting-
inauguration-road-closures-from-2013 
--------------------------------------------------------------- 
Spacewalk Could Return ARISS Ham Station in 
ISS Columbus Module to the Air CLICK HERE 
 
http://www.arrl.org/news/spacewalk-could-
return-ariss-ham-station-in-iss-columbus-module-
to-the-air  
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From the MAR/APR 2021 issue of “On the Air” Magazine from the ARRL. 
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From the MAR/APR 2021 issue of “On the Air” Magazine from the ARRL. 
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Amateur Radio Operators in the State of Hawaii as of 9 March 2021 


